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fishermen, in their colorful clothes in colorful wooden
boats trolling the shores as they have done for centuries.
Yemen’s islands are still virgin, and the guests felt that
they were the first to explore them, an experience that is
difficult to find in this world where tourism has become
the largest industry.

Unfortunately, the weather did not permit a visit to the
ten islands of the Zubayr archipelago which the Captain
apologized for even though it was beyond his control. He
described the various volcanoes dotting the island chain, the
black ash beaches, and Quoin Rock which he said was the
best dive in Yemen. His guests lay on the around in bean
bags fantasizing about climbing volcanoes, but perfectly
content with the pristine beauty of the Kamaran Islands.
On the last night of the cruise, Captain Maurizio and I sat
on the back deck playing backgammon. I thanked him
for the wonderful experience and admitted I was slightly

envious of his life at sea. He smiled and said that it was
his passion, sharing the wonders of the Red Sea where he
grew up with others was arewarding experience. Looking
around at his guests, they all looked like different people
than the ones who had boarded the Boreas of Katharina.
They were well fed, well rested, and had forgotten about
all of the stresses of life that had bothered them a week
before. Their skin had transformed to varying shades of
golden brown and their faces held the look of bliss one
has after spending a week in paradise.

Maurizio told me that the only reasons he ever leaves
his boat are to return to Sana’a to visit his lovely wife
and to watch Italian football on satellite television. He
is currently devising plans to bring them both with him
on the boat so that he will never have to leave. After
a week of sailing the islands he has had to himself
for the past ten years, it was easy to understand why.
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out of the air. Dolphins played in the sea, and the curious
“Jesus fish” jumped above the surface and skittered across
the water for several meters before submerging again.
Yemeni fishermen dotted the horizon in their brightly
colored boats, and the captain made a quick stop for his
crew to purchase freshly caught tuna, shark, kingfish, and
prawns from them for our meals for the rest of the cruise.
The next few days were spent snorkeling, diving, relaxing,
and exploring islands in Yemen’s tropical paradise.
Tourists walked along the immaculate beaches leaving
a trail of footsteps that were quickly washed away by the
waves erasing all traces of their visit. On Al Badi Island,
they spotted the pink flamingos from adistance. There were
two flocks of nearly a hundred flamingos, all standing on
one leg in the ocean. As the curious guests approached, the
flock would take off in the flying information when they got
too close and settle down again at an appropriate distance.
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This went on for some time, as the tourists carefully tried
to sneak up on these beautiful birds, until they finally
managed to photograph them flying in formation in front
of the greenery of another mangrove.

Between long walks on the beach and relaxing on the boat,
the guests went snorkeling several times aday. Off Ugban
Island, they saw angel fish, chased sea turtles, kept their
distance from blue dotted rays, and were amazed as large
schools of thousands of silver fish spiraled around them
in the water. Corals, in a remarkable variety of shapes,
sizes, and colors, covered the rocky bottom. The coral
was healthy, untouched and unaffected by the thousands
of tourists who pose threats to the marine environments of
other areas in the Red Sea.

Indeed, throughout the entire cruise, there were no other
visitors to the islands, and no evidence that there ever
had been. The only human presence was the Yemeni




dining table on the back deck. Captain Maurizio, the most
gracious of hosts, sat at the head of the table, making sure
that each guest was well cared for. The crew served a
variety of fresh seafood appetizers, soup, salad, bread,
pasta, and finally brought out large steel platters heaped
with whole crabs garnished with lime. In typical Italian
fashion, the food kept coming until came the cries of
basta when the guests couldn’t possibly eat another bite.
Maurizio joked thathe owns the bestrestaurantin Yemen’s
Red Sea. In reality, he may own the best restaurants in
the entire Red Sea. His chef had previously worked at the
Movenpick Cairo before Maurizio enticed him with a life
atsea. After dinner, his guests lay around the boat staring
up at the stars perfectly content, before rolling themselves
to their cabins to bed. Maurizio wished everyone buona
notte before going to check the weather report to plan the
week’s voyage.

The next day, the guests woke up to the soft rumbles of
the engine, rolled out of bed and dived off the bow for
a morning swim in the warm waters of the Red Sea. A
thin layer of clouds sheltered them from the power of

the sun, but it was still warm and pleasant as a gentle
breeze passes through. After Italian coffee and a hearty
breakfast, Maurizio took his guests to Kamaran Island.
Yemeni fishermen stood and waved excitedly as the new
zodiac drove by, and proud children held up the catch of
the day for the tourists to see and applaud. They explored
the old village and later took the boat to north Kamaran to
explore the Red Sea’s largest mangrove.

Upon the return to the ship, Maurizio was informed by his
crew that a hydraulic hose had broken. With the manners
and charm of a diplomat, he entertained and catered to
his guests, humbly requesting their patience in English
and Italian. Impressively, he then switched to Arabic to
delegate responsibility to his crew, assess the problem,
and find a creative solution as marine supply stores don’t
exist in the islands. After a few hours, the hose was fixed
and he set sail to the north.

His guests all sat outside, the wind blowing through their
hair watching seagulls fly along with the boat. One of the
crew gave the guests pieces of bread which they threw
overboard to watch the birds swoop down and catch it
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The Captain anchored off Kamaran Island and the boat
rocked gently under a million stars and moon’s reflection
glittered on the sea. The guests moved around exploring
the ship. The Boreas of Katharina is currently the only
live-aboard operation operating in Yemen. It was builtin
1998 in Turkey where it was used for chartersinthe Aegean
Sea, but was completely renovated and redecorated
in 2007. Beautifully constructed of mahogany, it is 38
meters long and cruises at a speed of 9 knots. The boat
can accommodate 18 passengers in its 9 spacious cabins,
all with private restrooms and air conditioning. Inside
the galley, plush couches surround the home theatre
and fresh juice and appetizers are served behind the bar.
Outside, mats cushion the teak sundeck and providing a
comfortable area for the guests to sunbathe or read a book.
A hammock hangs from the rigging and rocks lazily with
the motion of the waves. Bean bags are dispersed around
the back deck and the outdoor speakers play a mixture or
Ethiopian reggae and Cuban salsa music setting the mood
for the ultimate week of rest and relaxation.

The bell rang for supper and the guests gathered at the
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riyals, and often quite more.

Eager to make a good impression on
her new in-laws, the bride said that
she hoped relations between Yemen
and America would improve. This got
people really talking -~ was America
sending overbrides tomarry Yemenis
in order to improve relations? The
answer was quickly circulated. Yes,
America actually sent 70 women
to Sana‘a in order to find and marry

eligible Yemeni men. At a bargain
price of 30,000 riyals, women started
to fear for their husbands working in
Sana’a. Men, after all, can have as
many as four wives here.

All the men were back in Shahara and
the surrounding area for the Eid, and
the women dispersed quickly after the
wedding to wait for their husbands
to come home from their qat chews.
Some of them directly forbid their

-

husbands to return to Sana’a, but
most of them had other plans to keep
their husbands.

I later got the story from one of the
men, put as tactfully as possible.
“There will be probably about 200
new babies in Shahara thanks to this
wedding. We are more than happy
to have Americans or any foreigners
come here these days. Please visit as
soon and as often as possible.”

17
al-seyaha \ g



[
ply me with questions and stories.
“How many Obamas are in your
village?” asked one girl. It took me
awhile to realize that ‘Obama’ for
them has come to mean any black
person in America. “Have you seen
the ‘aqd?” they all asked. ‘Aqd in
Arabic can mean contract, necklace,
decade or junction; here in Shahara,
it means bridge.

“Did you know that there used to be
a bridge underneath the one we have
now?” asked one man from Shahara.
“We had two but the one underneath
was hit by a missile during the raid
in the 60s. Now we only have one.”
There are indeed remnants of the
foundations of earlier bridges that
fell, but it's unlikely that two bridges
over the gorge ever existed at the
same time because of the immense
difficulties involved in building just
one. Yet, like all Yemenis, people in
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Shaharalove a good story, and stories
that get circulated often become
recognized as the truth sooner or
later.

A perfect example of this is the
‘Story of the Seventy Americans’
that has become common knowledge
amongst women from Shahara. *Are
you one of the seventy?” asked one
young woman timidly. I didn’t know
what she was talking about at the
time, but eventually teased out the
story.

This past Eid Al Fitr in September,
one of the local residents brought
back his new American wife from
Sana’a to a village close to Shahara
called Al Qarawi. Women came
from all over to come to the wedding
celebration; most of them had never
met an American before. It wasn’t
long before rumors started. The wife
of a man who was friends with the

groom back in Sana’a sat near the
bride and started talking with the
American. This sparked the rumor
that her husband had also married
an American, which was why she
was trying to talk to this one so
much. Then a rumor was spread that
a Yemeni can marry an American
with a mahr, or price paid to a bride,
of only 30,000 riyals -~ this when
the usual price of a mahr is 400,000



highly educated, although the women
aren’t nearly as lucky. Only about 50
percent of girls from Shahara and
nearby villages make it to elementary
school, and approximately 20 percent
go on to high school. Very few make
itto college.

Centuries later, invading Ottoman
Turks managed to take the town by
surprise in 1587. However, Imam Al
Qasim ibn Muhammad, also known
as Qasim the Great, retook Shahara
in the early 17th century and chose
the city as his new capital. Qasim the
Great resisted numerous attacks by
the Turks and died there of natural
causes in 1620. Shahara was never
taken again.

Imam Al Qasim wasn’t the only Imam
to take refuge in Shahara. Centuries
later, Imam Yahya Hamid Al Din,
father of Imam Ahmed, would also
retreat here under pressure from
Ottoman armies who were once again
advancing into Yemen. The Yemenis
fought them off in Shahara in epic
battles still remembered in the area to
this day, particularly one battle that
took place in 1905 when the Turks
were beaten off in hand-to-hand
fighting at the gates of the city. To
this day, two of Shahara's city gates
are called Bab Al Nasr, or Victory
Gate, and Bab Al Nahr, or the Gate
of Sacrifice because of the blood that
was spilt there.

Not even an air raid by the Egyptians
during the civil war in the 1960s
could subdue this stronghold. Bombs
fell all around the town and destroyed
some of the older houses, but both
the bridge and people of Shahara
held strong. When civil war struck
again in 1994, Yemenis once again
retreated to Shahara, untouched by
the battles that were fought all over
the country.

These days, the greatest danger to

Shahara is not advancing armies,
but rather advancing westernization.
Opportunities in the outside world
have been luring the young men
of the village away for decades
now, and few sons remain to till the
difficult earth. Too steep for modern
equipment, the terracing in and
around Shahara is only conducive
to old-fashioned tilling with animals
or by hand. People here can still be
self-reliant, but this kind of lifestyle
hardly leaves money for people to
buy modern conveniences or send
their sons off to university.
Regardless of the creeping waves of
modernization encroaching the area,
the road to Shahara is still extremely
difficult. A mere 170 kilometers
away from Sana’a, it takes five
and a half hours to get there by car,
which had better be a Land Cruiser
or similar if one hopes to reach his
final destination. The road to Shahara
eventually turns into an extremely
steep unpaved one-way track strewn
with boulders. A solid rock wall
to one side and a sheer cliff to the
other make this a passage not for
the faint of heart. Security concerns
also complicate travel to the area,
as foreigners are not allowed to go
without an armed military escort.
Curious to see how modern day
Shahara residents are fairing in their
centuries old city, I arranged for a
trip up to Shahara with a group of
traveling Yemenis, attempting to
travel covertly to the city. I reasoned
that it was cheaper and probably safer
this way - who would think to target
twelve Yemenis packed into a Land
Cruiser that included a two year-old
and a two month-old baby?

As is usually the case in Yemen,
the security concerns were totally
unfounded. Even though I live in
Yemen, a country that prides itself

on hospitality, I have rarely been in a
place where I felt more welcomed or
taken care of than Shahara. From the
elders down to the smallest children,
everyone was eager to take my hand
and show me around, feeding me
dawm and other tasty foods not often
found outside the countryside.

There are two ways to get up to the
village of Shahara; one is by car and
the other is by taking a steep path
from the bottom of the wadi up to the
top of the mountain where the village
lies 2600 meters above sea level. I
opted for the bumpy car ride. People
looking to also hitch a ride to the top
grabbed onto the back as the truck
passed by them.

The people of Shahara were eager to
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An engineering marvel, the bridge
was built in the early 17th century by
the architect Salih Al Yaman in order
to connect the villages of Shahara Al
Amir and Shahara Al Feish across a
deep, but narrow gorge. The bridge
makes an otherwise arduous journey
over steep mountains that should
hours, take only a matter of minutes.

The mountains themselves are
carved into terraces for farming, and
23 water cisterns dot the town and its
surroundings. Not a single space is
overlooked or wasted, no matter how
steep, making Shahara as well as
its nearby villages completely self-
reliant - or at least they would be if
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most of the terracing wasn’t taken up
almost entirely by qat these days.

Self-reliance was more important
in previous centuries when the
ability to withstand a long drawn-
out siege was one of the most valued
characteristics of a town or city.
Shahara also commands a view
unparalleled anywhere else in the
country, offering commanders a look
at invading armies’ movements over
the Yemeni plains and mountainsides.
Its isolation perched on top of a steep
mountain makes the settlement nearly
impregnable. All of these reasons
helped to make Shahara the perfect
stronghold in times of uncertainty, as

well as times of stability.

Perhaps because of its isolation,
the history of the area is uncertain.
According to one of the first reliable
stories about Shahara, after the death
of Imam Al Mahdi Husayn in battle
in AD 1013, his supporters saw him
floating down the steps that lead to
Shahara along with Jesus.

This is one of the reliable stories.
Shahara became famous for its
scholars around the thirteenth and
fourteenth centuries when Zabid was
the center of Yemeni learning; many
of the best students in Zabid were
from the Shahara mountains. To
this day many men from Shahara are



Shahara
O the Edge
of Civilization

By Manal Siraj

nd where are you from,” I asked my Arabic teacher
during the first days of class together in an attempt
tomake small talk. “Do you have tenriyals on you?”
was his reply.  handed my teacher the money, and
he pointed to the back of the coin, which showed a
picture of a stone bridge.
“This is where I am from,” he said, *Shahara.”
Shahara’s famous limestone bridge is one of the iconic images of Yemen.
Not just found on coins, the Shahara bridge is on posters, calendars,
book covers and inside almost every publication that has anything to do
with Yemen. Surviving centuries of storms, attacks and even air strikes,
the image serves as a reminder of the resilience and self-reliance of
Yemenis proven again and again over the course of history.
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healing properties. Itis either gargled
or applied directly to the skin and
can be used to treat everything from
pimples to liver ailments. Royal
Jelly, another bee product, is just as
impressive in the medical sphere:It
lowers cholesterol, boosts immunity
and, as I recently discovered, is
reputed to be particularly effective
against swine flu.

What has for centuries been a well-
known and central part of how
Yemenis look after their health,
along with the oils, herbs and natural
soaps that make up the rest of the
merchandise in an average Sana’ani
honey shop, is now an important
part of the homeopathic trend that is
booming across the Western world.
Apitherapy, or the use of bee products

as health treatments, has become
increasingly popular throughout
the west. However, in Yemen the
remarkable list of benefits of honey,
which are now being ‘discovered’ by
western scientists, have been well
known since the time of Mohammed.
The Quran even accredits honey
with healing powers in the Bee Sura.
As the western world reels from
the benefits of the latest super food,
Yemen and the surrounding countries
have always quietly known about
and relied upon the simple healing
powers of honey. Osama explained
the antioxidants, antibiotics and
cholesterol reducing qualities found
in honey in five simple words. The
potent mixture of Sidr, Sumor and
Salam “make you strong as horse.”

It became clear to me that honey
belonged amongst herbal remedies
and essential oils of these sparkling
honey shops and not stacked on
shelves in any old grocery store.
Honey in Yemen is not something
to be smothered on bread or stirred
into youghurt, but to be prized and
sampled as one of nature’'s greatest
healers.

Although, were I to contract swine flu
or malaria, I would probably prefer a
more standard hospital to a honey
shop, I am more than happy to rely
on honey as an immunity booster
and helping hand to my general well-
being. As natural remedies go, a
spoonful of Sidr honey is much more
appealing than a mug of swampy
herbal tea.
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al-seyaha | @



10

g al-seyaha

My first encounter with honey in
Yemen was far from what I had in
mind. I saw a delicious looking jar
on sale in the souk, however when
I brought it home, it was already
opened, Californian, and as far as
I could tell, fairly sub-par standard
honey.

Obviously, I wasn't looking in
the right places. Food markets,
it seemed, were not the places to
buy proper honey. I started asking
around, and one road kept being
mentionned - Sharia Al Asl. As the
dibab hurtled through Sana'a, the
hardware and electrical shops were
replaced with cool golden havens,
stashed full of jars, bottles and tubs
of all descriptions.

Osama welcomed me with that
typical Yemenimixture of respectand
generosity, invited me to sit down,
and didn’t mind a bit when I wrung
him for information on everything
in his shop in my stumbling Arabic
before I showed the slightest interest
in making a purchase. I wanted to
make sure that I spent my money on
the proper stuff this time.

Firstly, Osama showed me the pure
honeys - mades when bees only
suck from one type of flower. These
honeys are the product of an anciently
mastered nomadic trail which
involved farmers in the Hadramaut
moving around their hives to get the
best flowers of each region at the best
time.

The first sample I tasted, a delicious,
smooth golden honey, Sidr, comes
from the Hadramaut and Amran.
This was the first honey I have ever
tasted which, even when eaten by
itself, does not leave a cloying sickly
aftertaste. This, I was told, was the
good stuff. For 60 to 80 dollars a kilo,
it had better be. A beautiful color and
divine taste was only the beginning.

This honey, reputedly, helps to heal
the sick. It improves your digestive
system, cleans the liver, and is even
recommended in place of kohl
around your eyes. I must admit that
I remain sceptical about this rather
sticky alternative to eye drops.
Sumor, a black honey, was next
on the list. Thick and delicious
this honey is particularly effective
treatment for fevers. Osama even
recommended it against typhoid and
malaria, however it is just as good as
Sidr when it comes to the liver and
strengthening the body.

The third honey that I was to taste
was Salam - or as Osama put it
vantibiotics.” This bitter, thick black
honey from Hudeida is the most
powerful medicinal honey, out doing
even the very impressive Sumor in its
disease fighting abilities. I would not
recommend it for spreading on bread
at breakfast, but I would certainly
believe in its medicinal qualities
from its viscous grainier nature and
peculiar smell.
Cheaperhoneysforthelessdiscerning
customer come under the general
title of Zuhor, or flowers. The bees
which produce this honey are less
picky when it comes to their nectar
which they drink from any kind of
flower they happen upon. I can assure
you that this still remains head and
shoulders above most supermarket
honeys.

The delights of bee products do not
stop there. There are a huge range
of honey combs with just as huge a
range of prices, and most special of
all, there is “propolis”.

Propolis it turns out, after Osama
insisted that it was an English word,
is bee saliva. Further investigation
told me that this was just the start of
it. Propolis is in fact what bees use to
seal their hives and has tremendous



Honey
Tasting ¥

Sweet
Sana’a

By :Minna Cowper-Coles

ery few of my friends or relations had much to say
about YemenbeforeImovedherein April. However,
when I did happen to come across a slightly
eccentric Yemen enthusiast, he recommended that
I sample three things while in Yemen: qat, honey,
and the hospitality of tribal kidnappers. Honey,
being unarguably the most mundane of the three,
was not my first priority when I arrived. Yet, a few weeks into my stay
in Yemen, still awaiting a hospitable kidnapping and having decided that
chewing gat was about as appealing as tucking into my garden hedge at
home, I rekindled my quest to discover the best of Yemeni honey.
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cozy. Each of the rooms revealed its
own spectacular views of the whole
of Sana’a, and provided the comfort
and privacy of en suite restrooms as
opposed to the shared restrooms in
most hotels in the old city.

We took the only lift in Old Sana’a
to the roof and sat in the highlight of
the hotel, the beautifully designed
mafraj. We sipped cappuccino
served by smartly dressed Yemeni
and international staff and as I
spoke with Mirella, I realized the
uniqueness of the experience. I was
sitting on plush mafraj furniture
staring out the crude but attractive
Yemeni windows watching the Old
City bustle beneath me. A team of
Yemeni carpenters were repairing a
roof, a Yemeni woman was hanging
her families’ laundry to dry, and the
shebaab played in the streets below
as has all been done for thousands of
years in this city. In contrast, across
the room an Arab businessman pulled
out his laptop and logged on to the
wireless internet.

-ll-'l.- ﬂ
-

As we descended from the mafraj,
Mirella showed me the roof restaurant
and explained that she hosted many
international delegations here. She is
proud thatthe different ministries bring
foreign guests to the Burj Al Salam to
experience the old city and because
they feel it provides a comfortable and
authentic taste of Yemeni architecture,
history, and culture.

As T left the hotel, the dichotomy of
Ali Monassar’s vision was reflected
in a Spanish tourist. He had on an
expensive jacket, but was wearing
a Yemeni headdress. In one hand,
he held a new digital camera. In the
other was a bundle of qat. Luxury
and tradition. Arab and Western. The
Burj Al Salam provides a rich blend
of tradition and luxury for Yemenis,
the international community, and
tourists and gives them a fulfilling
and unique experience in one of
the longest continuously inhabited
city in the world. And with rooms
starting at only $100 a night, who
needs golden pillars?




The hotel is located in the Al-Fulayhi
Quarter, one of the oldest in Old
Sana’a. The building was a crumbling
Yemeni home before Mr. Ali Abu
Monassar bought it and began the ten
year restoration project. This project
was completed primarily by Yemeni
architects and artisans who strived
to build a modern hotel, but worked
to retain the traditional Yemeni
architectural style so as to not deface
the charm of the old city.

I entered the hotel and meandered
through the lobby admiring the
interior design, a mix of modern
luxury and traditional Yemeni

6
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style. A new flat-screen television
was mounted on the wall next to an
oil painting depicting a scene from
Arabian Nights.  Elegant black
leather furniture sat atop traditional
rugs. Long tapestries hung over the
Yemeni windows, and a computer
provided hotel guests high-speed
internet. The décor was tied together
by a series of black and white
photographs of modern Yemen and
its peoples.

A small garden terrace led the way to
one of the two restaurants. Although
it is not yet open to the public, it
is being used to entertain tour and

business groups. The tables were
immaculately set with white and
pink linen and floral centrepieces.
The windowsills were also lined
with plants, and natural light poured
through the stained glass windows
spreading rays of red, blue, and
green light onto the stone floor and
tables. At this moment, the general
manager Mirella Furlanello greeted
me and informed me that she recently
hired a new chef who is finalizing a
menu offering both Yemeni and
international cuisine.

Mirella then showed me several of
the rooms which were small, but
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By: Joshua Maricich

taying at “‘the Burj” in the Middle
East has become a status symbol
worldwide. The self-proclaimed
7 star hotel and resort in Dubai
boasts pillars of gold, a heliport,
and an underwater restaurant.
However, there is another burj
on the Arabian Peninsula, and although it may not
have pillars of gold, it does offer its guests an equally
unique experience. It is the Burj Al Salam (the
Tower of Peace) in Sana’a, Yemen.
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liberating trades including services
trade.

The Arab region constitutes a tourist
attractive region that is nominated
to be the at the top of the attractive
regions on the international tourism
map. But the question is when?

The Arab region with its strategic
geographic location from the Atlantic
ocean in the west to the Arab Gulf in
the East and from the Midtrainean sea
in the North to the Tropical line in the
south is in the heart of the world and
represents the core point between the
world continents. The Geographical
depth of the Arab region reacts with
the cultural and historical aspect
specially that it was the place of the
old civilizations a matter that makes
attract tourists of different desires
and makes it an attractive place for
different sorts of tourism.

Due to the location of the Arab region
and due to its rich human civilization
the tourism movement from and to the
Arab region represent a great factor
not only for the economic profits but

also for the cultural and humanitarian
profits as a result of interactions
between tourists and inhabitants of

the places they visit .

I believe that if the Arab tourism
sectors completed all  their
infrastructures, provided all

supporting services, provided the
proper investment atmospheres at
all fields, improved the laws and
legislations, worked for raising
tourism and environment awareness
and other required factors for
improving tourism attractive factors,
the Arab region would achieve a high
rank at the tourism map.

However what concerns us is when
we read the tourism numbers we find
that the Arab region share from the
total international tourism is very low
despite the great potentials and great
tourism resources. Therefore there
should be more work for increasing
the Arab internal tourism ratio rather
than working on increasing the ratio
of the foreign tourism for many
considerations and causes.

The Arab tpurism conference that
was held in Sana’a on May had came
out with a number of resolutions
and recommendations asserting on
the necessity of increasing the ratio
of the Arab internal tourism. It also
asserted that the income of the Arab
internal tourism is way incomes from
the foreign tourism because the Arab
tourists spend more money and stay
longer than foreign tourists.
Consolidating the Arab internal
tourism will not only work for
increasing the tourism incomes or
just increasing the Arabs share from
the international tourism incomes, it
would rather work for protecting the
incomes of each Arab country where
the private sector plays greater roles
constituting a core point for this vital
economic mission. This also would
allow for founding a broad front of
the Arab internal tourism institutions
that have great financial, technical,
administrative and media capabilities
of great influence regionally and
internationally.

Minister of Tourism
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It is not exaggerated to say that in
parallel to the information technology
revolution that swept the globe during
the past 2 decades there has been a
similar revolution at the tourism
industry. This was escalated in the
latest few years with the beginning of
the third millennium as the economies
of a number of states have been
facing the globalization challenges
and freeing the international mutual
trade, particularly services trade,
crowned by tourism industry.

If tourism industry has depended
on a main core which is attracting
tourists, this core has become an art
and a science that is linked to all the
services utilities of the state.

Ways of attracting tourists have
varied as it is not only limited on
visiting museums and archeological
sites, particularly in the Arab region,
as tourism sectors have varied to
include religious tourism, medical
tourism, sports tourism, cultural
tourism, art tourism, as well as
conferences and carnivals’ tourism.
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Caring of the Arab tourism in general
was the charge of the Arab Economic
and Social Council affiliated to the
Arab League until March 1996 when
the council issued its resolution to
establish the Arab Tourism Ministers
Council with the aim of promoting the
Arab mutual work in this vital sector.
That was the core point of the Arab
mutual work in the tourism domain.
As a result of several great regional
and international developments in
the latest few years more concern
was paid for visualizing active
Arab mutual work in the tourism
sector. Also more concern was paid
for improving the tourism services
taking into consideration that tourism
incomes comes second at the total
Arab incomes.

Also it was uncovered that there were
a huge gap between the incomes of
the Arab tourism and between the
international tourism this lead into
promoting mutual Arab tourism
especially after most countries have
to commit to the WTO agreements for
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