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Blade and Head bottom (mabsam) of
Jambia

There are various types of blades with
different names used for Jambia in Yemen.
Some have a special fame that adds to the
financial and historical value of Jambia.
According to what Adel Al-Ezairi, the
blades are carefully picked in the making
of Jambia, as they are appropriately
selected to match shape and nature of the
Jambia’s horn value.

In addition, there are many of the famous
blades, starting with the «Hadrami,» a
graceful and powerful blade with a thin
metal line in the middle. He mentions
that the current price of such blade is
more than 100 thousand Yemeni Riyals.
Followed by the «Alnakhiri,» blade and
«Aljobi» blade attributed to nomadic areas
in Marib Governorate, which usually
used for Bedouin Jambias, characterized
by purity of their heads that are extracted
from hair free rhinoceros horn («Basali
Jambiax, which is cut off from both sides
of the horn and not from his heart or pulp
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of the horn). «Al-Qasabi» blade has the
same rank of fame, which is also used for
expensive and luxurious Jambias, and is
characterized by the tapered blade and
thick middle line, which is opposite to
the Hadrami blade.

As for the blades used in the dominance
for Jambias with least values, blades made
of «steel», «Benz» and «Hinduan» are
used with other types of blades of less
cost and value.

«Mabsam» (Jambia’s head bottom)
making is one of the industry
components used for the decoration
of Jambias, which is made of different
types and forms depending on the
nature and value, matching the value
of Jambia. Ammar Al-Ezairi clarifies
the making of this part saying that this
part industry was associated with Jews
handicrafts, which used to make such
parts of Jambias of silver due to their
skilful jewelry professions throughout
history. However, certain families of the

Old City of Sana’a were also known to
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practice such industry. According to Al-
Ezairi, Al-Akwa’ and Al-Nunu families
have made their traces in this industry
with high quality, using silver or other
metals to mak Jambias’ Mabsams.

Jambia Passion and Fondness

Ammar Al-Ezairi points out that
Jambia industry is mainly related to
the fondness of this craft, and that
high quality and command cannot be
performed by manufacturers unless they
are fully convinced and willing to work
in this industry, stressing that this is what
brought Al-Ezairi Family to this industry
over hundreds of years to acquire such
fame and famous name. This is confirmed
by Sheikh Ali Saleh Mugbil Al-Gholi,
an expert in Jambia industry, who also
said that passion for Jambias might
be comparable to love and passion for
women and children, explaining that he
found himself overwhelmed working in
this industry after he has fallen in passion
with Jambias.

Prohibition of The Rhinoceros Horn
Rhinoceros horn made Jambia Industry
faces an uncertain future, especially after
the ban imposed by the national concerned
authorities on the import of rhinoceros
horn, in response to international calls
to maintain this endangered species and
to prevent its extinction, given the killing
of this animal in the past to extract its
horn and skin for use in many medicine
industries.

However, recent studies made by the
Humane Society has overturned those
claims, stating that the rhinoceros horn

can be extracted using narcotic without
causing the animal’s death, referring to a
new horn growth potential for the animal
replacing the extracted horn, especially
when animals  psychologically and
phisicallyareinagood conditionand mood.
As a result, Al-Ezairi requests concerned
authorities in Yemen to allow even small
quantities of rhinoceros horns, as is
happening in many other countries such
as India and China, given the benefit of
such action to the historical value of the
Yemeni people and their pride of their
traditions and customs. (Saba Net)
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Bin Mohammed Bin Mohsin Al-Ezairi,
placed the head of his Jambia on the snake
and extracted the poison. This is a popular
and famous story narrated by most of the
Jambia sellers. Another story tells that a
man was hit by an epilepsy spasm in the
market. and an old man came taking out
his rhinoceros’ horn made Jambia from its
sheath drawing three line around the ill
man causing the epilepsy disappear, and
the man returned to normal, according to
what he says.

Jambia Fame

As widely known, fame of Ezairi Jambia
has grown and became specifically an
example of famous and expensive Jambia
since three and a half decades, and even
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prevailed on the other types and names
of Jambias, such as «Saifani Jambia»
attributed to the Saifan Family, «Asa’adi
Jambia» to the Asa’ad Family and finally,
«Karak Jambia». These are the families
preceded in practicing the Janabi making
profession.

Abdullah Al-Ezairi says that the fame
and prestige of Jambia holding his family’s
name, which started in the seventies due
to many factors, most notably because
«the most rapid changing in its head color
to become a good head Jambia, 10 times
faster than other quality and fame Jambias
holding other names.» He clarifies. He,
then, starts describing Ezairi Jambia as
«characterized by a distinctive work cut
(shape) and best handicraft making it

remarkably interesting in addition to the
selection of parts used as heads of Jambias
extracted from the heart (center) of the
horn, which makes it more and more
expensive in just a few years, starting
from the year it was manufactured in to
20 years to be priced several doubles the
value of its purchasing price.»

Jambias of Presidents and Kings

According to what Al-Ezairi and his
other colleagues say, «Al Ezairi Jambia»
was used as gifts for presidents, kings
and princes, such as the late President
of the UAE, Zayed Bin Sultan, the late
President of Iraq, Saddam Hussein, who
has received a lot of Jambias as gifts, King

Faisal Bin Abdul Aziz, King Fahd Bin

i

Abdul Aziz and Sheikh Muhammad Bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, the ruler of Dubai.
According to what an expert in Jambia
market, Hajj Yahya Saree, 55 years old,
says that Al-Ezairi Center is visited as a
market reference for many people in the
sale and purchase of Jambias checking
the value of the product. «The price
estimated by Abdullah Al-Ezairi is final,
having become a market pricing reference
in Yemen over the years.» He added.
The expert also points out that the way
of cutting a Jambia when it is made is a
prerequisite for high value, indicating that
if this part is not carefully made, Jambia
would not be valuable with good price
satisfactory even to its owner.

The financial value is also determined

according to the part of the horn of
which the cut was made for making the
head of Jambia. Heart of the horn is the
most expensive and more pleasant, while
Jambias cut from back or head of the horn
have less values.

'The Making of Jambia

The making of Jambia undergoes - as Al-
Ezairi describes - different phases well
known to Jambia makers, starting from
the cut of the horn to many pieces with
different sizes, between 10-12 cm L and
4 cm W, followed by shaping the Jambia
head piece to be rasped and then, stick the
head, cauterization of its surface with shell
fire, and then installation of the blade to
be garnished with small pieces.

Horns for Jambia

According to Al-Ezairi, although the use
of other animals horns, such as Indian
cows, caribou, and ivory besides the
rhinoceros horn, in the making of the
heads of Jambias, the latter has ranked
top one by far in terms of its financial
value or its short time to transform into
ripe good colored, which in turn raises the
Jambia price .

Moreover, the price a Jambia made of
horns of other animals is equivalent to
just one-eighth or a quarter of the price
of a Jambia made of rhinoceros’ horn.
Ivory occupies the second rank in terms
of value and popularity, followed by the
African antler and then, the Indian cow
horn.
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Inscriptions and images engraved on
ancient stones and monuments show how

kings of Yemen carry their daggers since
6000 years ago,emphasizing on how proud
Yemenis are with this bladed weapon,
which has been acquired and inherited
over generations up to our time.

Despite the different titles and names of
daggers, which carried titles and names
of their manufacturing families, such
as «Sifan Family», «Asa’ad Family»,
«Al-Karak Family», EtC..., the «Ezairi»
(named after Al-Ezairi Family) Jambias
(Yemeni Dagger) are currently the most
famous in the Jambias industry, yet, all
other titles and names of daggers come
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under this name, because of its high
quality and ingenuity artistry techniques
in its industry known only by those who
are interested

Sheikh Abdullah Bin Abdullah Al-Ezairi
mentions that the making and trade of
Jambias has become closely coupled with
and ancestral in his family, which had
been engaged in practicing this profession
since about 1100 years ago, and has a great
fame in the historical city of Sana’a.
«This family has made itself under an
obligation to continue to practice this
profession and preserve its historical value
as a popular tradition.» says the expert in
Jambias making whom we have met while

he was sitting with his sons, Ammar and
Adel, in his shop in the «Jambias market»
of the historical city of Sana’a.

«It is more precious than gold, to ensure
that it has high value and its price increases
every year, without being affected by any
circumstances.» he adds referring to
Jambias made of the rhinoceros’ horn.

He also emphasizes that a Jambia with
long history, whether in a Gulf or in any
other country, has originally made in
Yemen.

Mr. Al-Ezairi points out that studies
and antiques proved that Jambias have a
long history. It was founded 6000 years
ago, and that the inscriptions and images
show the kings of Sheba and Himyar
ancient Kingdoms, such as King Shamar
Yar'oush, King Tubba’ and others, wearing
their Jambias. He also mentioned that
the first phase of Jambias industry began
according to historical evidences by using
rhinoceros’ horn as a sword and dagger
handgrip parts and then, used in making
Jambia’s head during the reign of King
Asa’ad Al-Kamil.

Al-Ezairi, who inherited Jambia’s making
profession from his ancestors, who
have practiced this profession for more
than 1100 years, links the historical,
healthy and social value of Jambia to the
material used as an input in this industry,
rhinoceros horn.

In this regard, he says that rhinoceros
horn has many values and characteristics.
It shows the poison in the food if used as
a tableware vessel. It is also used in many
medical treatments, as is happening in
China, India and other countries.

Adel Al-Ezairi also confirmed that he
and his brother Ammar are keen to gain
experience and learn from their father,
by which the famous Ezairi Jambia has
received its great fame over three decades
inside and outside of Yemen.

Most Famous Jambias

Adel,whoisin charge of buying and selling
of Jambias in his father’s establishment,
mentions many popular Jambias owned
by different families or notabilities in
Yemen, saying that the most famous of
all previously was owned by Sheikh Rajeh
Bin Sa’ad, senior tribes leader of «Bani
Siraih» tribe in Amran governorate, which
was given as a gift to the Imam Yahya Bin
Hamidaddin (a former king of Yemen).

Other ancient families still own famous
Jambias, such as Al-Ahmar family, the
late Sheikh Abdullah Bin Hussein and
his sons, and Al-Shayif family, headed by
Sheikh Naji Bin Abdul Aziz Al-Shayif,
who keeps the most expensive Jambias,
with an estimated price of about two
million US dollars.

History of Jambia

Talking about the history of the Yemeni
Jambia, Abdullah Al-Ezairi says that the
rhinoceros horn Jambia is not a recent
product, but has a very long and well-
founded history.

According to some historical studies on
Yemeni Jambia, one may find that the
current form of «horn» (head of current
Yemeni dagger) used in the early stages
as sword or gagger handgrip part. A
story narrates that an ancient kings of
Yemen (King Asa’ad Al-Kamil) has his
sword’s blade broken and ordered that the
handgrip part should be used for a blade
smaller than the sword’s blade, which has

become the current blade of Jambia.
While others go for believing that the
current shape of Jambia, taking the
shape of «Crescent» has occurred due
to religious rituals practiced by Yemenis
in ancient immemorial times, as they
worshiped the moon god, which was
god of love in Greece. As well known,
the form of the Yemeni Jambia takes
the shape of the moon in more than one
aspect. This is reflected in the curvature of
the head to both sides and the extending
head from the top to the bottom of the
so-called «Almabsam» which enthrones
the body (blade) and attaches to its upper
part «Alluck». The form of crescent is also
obvious in the curvature of the dagger
blade.

«Yemenis were frequent migrants and
travelers to Africa, and it was usual to
bring something of the known items
from places they have visited to confirm
their visits to such parts of Africa, and
they used to bring the horn of this animal
as a souvenir or prove for their completed

travel.» Al-Ezairi mentions referring to
entry of the rhinoceros horn to Yemen.
«The monuments and inscriptions have
shown many purposes for use of this
animal’s horn, especially by kings and
dignitaries, such as a vessel for drink
and food, because of its ability to detect
poison. In case poison is added to food or
drink, the vessel shows marks and stains
confirming the presence of poison in the
drink or food.» He added.

He also refers to the use of rhinoceros
horn in some of rituals and beliefs for the
treatment of magic and the expulsion of
the demons, where traditional perfumery
shops crush the horn to be used as incense,
claiming that the smell of its smoke is
harmful to the demons pushing them to
get out of haunted places and possessed
persons.

In an attempt to demonstrate such uses,
Al-Ezairi narrates a story occurred 40
years ago for one of his grandfather’s
workers,whowas encountered a snake bite,

immediately, the grandfather, Abdullah
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A Symbol
Identity

By: Muhammad Faraj

he Yemeni dagger is distinct as one of the most

important pristine Arabian daggers, which has

incomparable importance as a component of

Yemeni identity and its traditional, Social and

Cultural structure. It is considered an integral
part of its general composition as well as its heritage and
civilization characteristics, a source of pride with all of the
symbolism of the beauty of general appearance, which would
not be complete without.
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for extracting silver, copper, zinc, gold and
precious stones; but they all are still at
their beginning.

Mountains in  Yemen, Currency in
circulation

Yemeni people get several benefits from
mountains, where they find many precious
natural resources. In ancient times, people
of Yemen have made money from precious
stones and metals extracted from inside of
mountains.

The people of Yemen used shells and
stones in ancient times as means of
trading and barter. However, through the
various stages of history, they made their
own currencies that witnessed ancient
civilization for more than four thousand
years.

«Currencies in Yemen through the Ages»
encyclopedia reveals, in its second edition,
issued by the Central Bank of Yemen,
the details of the dramatic evolution
of coins made of silver, gold, iron and
copper, used in old and made if materials
mined by Yemenis from nature, especially
mountains.

The encyclopedia shows stones engraved
with images of humans, animals and birds,
and also mentions currencies known as the
«Owl,» which is a cameo mixing metals in
the form of a triangle that believed to be
made in the third millennium BC. The
most famous Sabaean (Sheba Kingdom)
currency is the King of Sheba Head and
other golden pieces in the form of a falcon,
king, head of the bull, religious symbol or
Royal logo and the Falcon in red color.
The encyclopedia indicates that people
in the ancient Ma'ien Civilization
knew, used and made currencies. Their
currencies were made in the form of king
and hawk heads. Whereas the Hadramaut
Civilization era witnessed the making of
the Hadrami coins made of bronze and
mixture of other metals, all of which are
extracted from the mountains.

Yemeni Swords... And the relationship
with the mountains of Yemen

Yemen is famous for extracting iron from
the times of Thul-Qarnain,who builtadam
between the village and the armies of Gog
and Magog. Industry of bladed weapons
was well known in Yemen, especially the
famous Yemeni swords, which were made
of iron originally extracted from the
mineral-rich Mountains.
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'The Yemeni swords are - according to Dr.
Mustafa Shiha - considered one of the
cultural and artistic manifestations of the
arts in Yemen through the ancient and
the Islamic eras, and Yemen was widely
known for its different types and high
quality manufactured swords

Perhaps, the existence of many metal
mines in Yemen was the most important
factor in the advanced industry of bladed
weapons, and foremost, the making of
swords.

Al-Hamadani, a Yemeni historian,
mentions in his books «Al-Ekleel»

and «The Desciption of the Arabian
Peninsula» A lot of metal mines located
in the various mountains of Yemen, which
are found in «Mount Khawlan» for gold
and silver, in Ibb town, «Bani Ghusain»,
«Alradharadh», and «Nihm» in which
there are many mines for iron extraction, as
well as many mines in «Mount Nuqumb,
overlooking Sana’a City, including gold
mines and iron mines in addition to
the other mines for emerald, sapphire,
crystal and glass. In the city of Marib, and
near its ancient dam, there are some old
metal mines, as well as black lead mines

in «Brto Balat» and «Alma’afir.» One of
these types of metal was very famous and
known as the «Alshazab» used for making
plates and blades of swords and knives.

Sa’ada City was famous for extracting the
raw materials needed for making swords.
In addition, iron was also imported from
outside the country, particularly from
India. The most famous Yemeni old
swords type was known as «Alyar’ashiah»
which was made in the reign of King
Shamar Yaroush, known as «Himyarite
swords.» It is known that Yemeni swords
are characterized by quality, durability

and softening at the same time, and were
described by many of the poems that
describe a variety of their characteristics.
In general, mountains of Yemen are
considered great, real beacons dressed
with green planted terraces, which are not
known in countries other than Yemen, and
built by the great Yemeni human. Visitors
are attracted to the types of hobbies that
can be exercised starting with mountain
climbing and ending with fly gliders of
the highest peaks in the mountains of
Manakhah, Sana’a, Bani Matar, Khawlan,
and Al-Mahweet.
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Closer to the Stars...

When an Arab visitor came to Yemen, his
friend took him to his village, located at
the top of Sabir Mount. The Night was
in a deep dark, no part of the road was
seen; only twinkling stars were visible in
the heart of the sky, he was guided by the
twinkling stars climbing slowly upward
the road, as if sailing into a tough, large sea,
nothing shows that they are getting closer
to their destination; only approaching the
stars that were far too, «we are heading for
the sky! Stars are getting closer to us.» the
visitor suddenly shouts.

Declaring the uniqueness of Yemen peaks;
higher above sea level than other peaks
in the Arabian Peninsula and the world,
wherein the highest peak in the Arabian
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Peninsula, Prophet Shuaib Mount Peak,
with an altitude of 3,760 meters above
sea level, along with mountain peaks in
Haraz, Alhiamah, Hajjah, Mahweet, Ibb,
Taiz, AlBaidaa, Aldalie, Tihama, Otmah
in Dhamar in addition to Mountains in
Rimah, Abyan, Hadramout and Sana’a
with tremendous height...

These mountains were associated with the
ancient history of Yemen, which make up
some in the form of mountain ranges
extending from one end to the other;
it is on these mountains where ancient
civilizations have been raised and still tell
stories supported by numerous evidences,
ancient monument and innumerable forts
and palaces, some of which are still used,
lived and populated, and some are hidden

under the piles with their mastery needs
to be uncovered.

In Ibb Governorate, random explorations
made by citizens revealed remnants of
Ancient Himyar Civilization on the tops
and slopes of green mountains covered
by meadows of the diverse beauty of
nature. This discovery reveals that Kings
of Himyar Civilization were associated
to this land and its mountains referring
to the power, pride and strong anchors in
those Ancient Civilizations.

Although the mountains of Yemen,
which are covering most of the land
area, did not reveal their secrets and have
not fairly received enough attention of
serious scientific, archaeological surveys,
indications refer to great treasures still

hidden in these mountains, which contain
the treasures of Yemen’s ancient history,
the secrets of its old Kingdoms, and
the diversity of the precious stones and
metals.

Dangling Lights...

Breathtaking  different  colors  and
overwhelming colorful images in Yemen.
Mountains with several names and colors
according to the color of their stones:
white, black, green, yellow, brown, gray,
and navy blue, with other colors that
remind you of the breathtaking paintings
of international artists. One of these
stones Yemeni people built their famous
houses, which are distinguished by the
wonderful and unique architectural forms
in history.

In ancient times, Yemeni people have
sculptured in mountains with their own
fingertips creating carvings showing their
uncovered traces. Wherever you go, those
beautiful carvings reveal their beauty, and
scattered villages seem to be sparkling on
peaks of mountains like dangling lights
in clusters telling the beauty of human
creativity.

The world has benefited from Yemen’s
stones in buildings, and Yemen has
exported its stone to neighboring
countries and other countries abroad,
which made one of the reliable economic
resources of Yemen.

It is on these mountains Yemen was
known as the country of palaces, where
Ghamdan Palace was considered one
of the oldest skyscrapers in the ancient
civilizations, which was built in the first
century AD, and was demolished during
the reign of Caliph Othman Bin Affan.
This palace consisted of twenty stories,
built with marble and granite stones.
However, all the mountains of Yemen
still embrace many of these palaces that
have not yet been discovered, and some of
which have great historical fame.

Caves and Mines

Yemen Mountains hold great caves telling
another story of the history of Yemen,
where the first human being used these
caves for habitation, and has drawn his
life story on their walls; describing the
tools used and memoirs lived since early
times of the Stone Age.

However, these numerous caves are

still unknown and attract many people
to explore, especially of the amateur
mountain tourists. Some of these

mountains extend to several kilometers
deep in the mountainous areas, with others
only to few meters. Yemen caves and
cavern also witnessed important historical
stages in ancient times. Some discovered
caves contain flowing water in the form of
lakes, others streaming as rivers, and some
of which contain groundwater fountains.
On the other hand, in caves located close
to the first human sculptures, human

mummies that have yet to unveil the
relationship between Yemeni people and
the famous mummification activities,
and perhaps scientific research on these
mummies might uncover many of the
secrets of the ancient civilization of
Yemen and its association with other
civilizations of the world, especially the
Egyptian civilization.

There in the mountains of Yemen,
many of the mines used as stone quarry
«Haradhah», which is used in making
household utensils, as well as mines used
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emen beauty has no limitations, as well as its diverse

geography, topography and breathtaking nature; all are verses

of the divine creativity, unmatched beauty and diversity

of terrain that does not exist in any other spot of this world.

Here, in the northern side of the country, the eastern, western

and southern sides as well; you would find the mountains stealing minds and
hearts. No Governorate could be mentioned aside from its mountains. Not

- only seas, deserts, plains and valleys are gifted by the nature, but also homes
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foot, wrist and neck to include the entire
leg, from fingers to the top of the thigh,
and the hand to up to the shoulder, and
married women and brides started to use

the body art more on the chest and on
different areas of their body.

«Do not compare the body art between
the past and the present; women are
no longer abide by the customs and
traditions, even in villages, where there
were limits to the parts of the body both
for unmarried girls and married women.
Now there are no longer restricted parts
of the body, and body art is to be made
as women wish. Women nowadays prefer
the Sudanese body art in their back,
while other single girls prefer it in their

hands up to the shoulder and in legs up

6
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to the thigh in the form of a tattoo on
the wrist or bracelet in the forearm. The
married women come and request body
art for each of them as favored by their
husbands. Only few women come for
body art regularly, while the majority
of them make it in special occasions.»
says Najat, 30 years old woman body art
maker working in Sana’a city.

Parts of the body differ according to the
occasion, however, in an occasion such
as Eid, or in a weddings or engagement
occasion, demand for body art doubles
in different parts of the body. Workers
in this field become very popular and
during Eid or estivals season, which

brings them more income as mentioned
by Intisar Abdullah (a body art woman
maker), supported by Nouria, Khathab
seller. Intisar, owner of the «Women
Today» shop in Sana’a, points out that
the demand for body art doubles in Eid
times especially for Henna and Khathab,
and that price depends on the part of the
body. Recently, there is an expansion in
parts of the body for this art, where some
women request body art in parts other
than hands and the legs.

In the Eid festivals, one may notice
in popular areas in Yemen young girls
wearing new dresses with body art on
their hands, as women work full-time
on the night of Eid for making body
art and for as much as possible of the
family and neighborhood young girls.
We met Shayma’a Sadiq Al-Furas (7
years old girl) during the days of Eid,
accompanied by her father and brothers.
She said of the body art: «May mother,
my grandmother or my aunt makes it for
me in my hands and feet with Henna
and Khathab in every Eid, particularly in
the night before Eid.»

Henna and Kathab is preferably
demanded mixture by many during the
days of Eid, or perhabs, a good legacy,
but, «the moment of making on Henna
and Khathab together with parents and
neighbors is a moment full happiness
and joy» according to Shima. Fawzia
Qaid, college student, agrees with
Shayma’a in her remark that the most
beautiful things in society is the Henna
night of Eid. The process begins after
ten oclock at night, because Henna
takes three to four hours to dry before
being washed, and usually, hands are
to be covered with a piece of cloth to
avoid fall of Henna paste after it is put
on. There are those who sleep with her
hands covered until the dawn prayer
time, and then to be washed from hands
and legs with removal of the Henna
paste peel, then the distinctive color and
beautiful smell of Henna appears and
remarkably shines with the first day of
Eid, as is the case with the young kid,
Abeer Khaled.

What attracts the attention is the mixing
of Henna and Khathab, more coupled
to one another, however, black Khathab
body art has become the fashion that
distinguishes girls and young women in

Yemen from other older women using
Henna in shyness trying to avoid the
comments and annoyance by others.

Henna plant is known for its multiple
uses depending on the quality of Henna
powder, whether taken from Henna
leaves, blossoms or from the roots. Many
people use sophisticated ways to prepared
it to suit different tastes. Leaves are used
in cosmetics, and leaves paste used to by
daubing the fingers of the hands and feet
of women, as well as hair of both women
and men. Also used in the treatment
of swellings and sores if kneaded and
bandaged..

Also, it is used in coloring when used
with other ingredients. girls with shining
white skin also prepared Henna paste in
a bathtub and sit inside for some time to
gain attracting crimson or copper skin
color.

It has been scientifically proven that if
the Henna paste placed on the head of
a person for long time after fermented,
its antiseptic elements work to purify
the scalp of microbes and parasites,
and from excess fatty secretions. It is
also a useful treatment against dandruff
and inflammation of the scalp. The
Henna paste is used in the treatment of
headache and reducing fever if placed
on the forehead. Henna, according to
specialists, is useful in the treatment of
cracked feet and treating the various
fungi infecting the skin.

Henna and blossoms used in the perfume
industry. Inhaled Henna blossom helps to
invigorate the senses and revive the heart
and strengthens the nerves. The roots of
Henna are used when boiled and soaked
in rinsing the mouth to strengthen the
gums, and help strengthening teeth.
Henna paste is preferred to be used with
vinegar or lemon; because the coloring
element of Henna does not color in
acidic elements.

Henna has been associated to many of
the beliefs and myths, some beliefs are
fabulous, and others may not be approved
by modern science. However, a man
cannot deny them, especially those that
call for experiencing, since experience
is the best proof. Among the most

prominent beliefs, the story that people
who widely use Henna found to be meek
loving, and that Henna nourishes the
body and soul together, and that it is not
preferred to sit near Henna tree in the
night, because it is the home demons,
mostly female demons.

Another belief mentions that if a handful
Henna leaves powder be buried in
agricultural land, it increases the fertility
of the land, even if the land area is as
large as a football field. It is also believed
that if a girl wears Henna leave as a
necklace until it is fully dry, it brings her
good luck for marriage, and that paralysis
that occurs when a person daubs his/her
hair with henna then, it is the work of
demons, and it is better that a person

should take caution when putting henna
on the head, not to put it on the head
while cold, and not to expose himself/
herself to the air and the cold weather
immediately after that.

Accordingly, it seems that the body art
is one of the most prominent chapters
in the festivals of Yemeni women and
girls, as it gives women more beauty
and attractiveness. However, one should
note that there is a perception that the
body art is originally an ancient Indian
tradition that was taken by Yemenis in
coastal areas due to the mixing with
Hindi and other nationalities and
cultures in immemorial times, and is a
sign, according to legends transmitted, of
cases of torture of women.
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Body art is widely practiced in Yemen.
'The interesting thing is that this art has
been associated with amazing Yemeni
rejoicing occasions, such as marriage and
religious festivals (Eid), to which this art
provide colored decoration and drawings
on the body of a woman that beautifully
adds to her fascinating femininity and to
the beauty of the rejoicing occasion she
prepares her beauty for.

Use of Henna is largely practices on
important occasions, like the wedding
night, Eid night, or during all days of Eid
festivals. Many of the girls and women
in Yemen society are keen to make body
decorations on their hands and legs
with Henna and Khathab in such joyful
nights; and Henna name is now coupled
with joy and delight.

In recent years, the market was dumped
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with many types of imported cosmetics,
which attract young women curiosity

when reading the specifications
encouraging them to buy such products,
such as resistant to hair loss, resistant
to weather changes, anti dandruff,
hairdressing conditioner, ...Etc. Due to
the growing popularity of Henna and
Khathab as body decoration products,
many of painters and plastic and
talented artists invented local drawings
and designs, some of which are taken
from natural plants or simulates the
imaginations of artists. Gifts and students
stationery shops are widely offering such
drawings and designs with reasonable
prices, and the girl needs is to enjoy a
high sense of taste to selected what is
appropriate for her skin and place it on
her hands or feet or chest to have more
beauty and excitement!

This art is practiced in most areas of
Yemen, yet spreads widely in coastal
areas: Aden, Hadramout, Lahjj and
Hodeida, unlike the mountainous areas,
such as Taiz, Sana’a, Etc.

In most cases, the Yemeni body art raises
astonishment and admiration for the
many tourists, especially women, who
visited Yemen and closely witnessed the
features of this natural ornament, just as
is happening in the historical town of
Shibam Kawkaban (90 km north of the
capital city, Sana’a) or in the old city of
Sana’a, where many of the tourist women
pounce at such art on their bodies,
especially with Henna.

Diverse products used in the body art,
just as multiple colors of Henna in
various degrees, including light, dark and
black, all come from the tree so-called
Henna and its sweet-smelling leaves,

which grows in many parts of Yemen,
like Haraz, Hadramoaut, Etc. Henna is
also used in the manufacture of a several
of medical supplies and various cosmetics
products, such as industry of lipstick,
shampoo, bath soap and body lotion.

TheYemenibodyart,whetherusingHenna
or Khathab, was not found spontaneously
or randomly, but established in ancient
times with its special tools and rules
consistent with the social conservative,
tribal customs and traditions in Yemen.
There are many cases where customs and
traditions make obligations on women
not to make body art with Henna and
Khathab in Yemen, such as during the
absence of their husbands, also prohibit
unmarried girls from using Henna and
Khathab on their palms and feet, except
on relatives’ marriage occasions and Eid.
Married women make body art during
the presence of their husband in various
parts of the body.

«In the past, we used Henna for body
art or mix it with «Zirr» (a type of
condiment) and a little sugar and put on
the fire in order to give dark color, or used
dark black Khathab, which is brought
from Al-Attar (spice dealer), and women
select the color based on their the color
of skin. Most of the women prefer Henna
drawing only, especially here in Aden. In
making body art, we used a thin stick as a
needle taken from the tamarisk tree or a
needle after breaking its head.” says Om
Abdul-Razak, a 65 years old woman.
Until recently, the career body art making
in Yemen was performed by a woman
known as «Ashari’a» or «Almzaina», who
belongs, by social classification in Yemen,
to despised professions. However, due to
the developments and the openness of
society and the emergence of modern
beauty salons, as well as the worsening
economic situation, this profession is
no longer limited to this category of
women, beauty salons and hairdressing
shops are available now everywhere, as
well as inividual women who are now
engaged in the profession with no any
embarrassment or hesitation.

«Body artin the past used to take rounded
shapes of small points in a circular motion
around the fingers and drawing adjacent

points on the back of the palm take a tree
shape up to the mid forearm only, it was
wrong to go higher or increase this limit,
and for married women only, in addition
to drawing points on the toes and around
the edge of the foot, draw a flower on the
forehead and points on the eyebrows and
cheeks and neck and so-called Khatat.»
Om Abdul-Razak continues while
working on body art making for brides

and other women.

However, as for the single girls, they get
body art only during weddings and Eid
occasions only, in the fingers only, but
this case has changed, where «no one
could distinguish between married and
unmarried women today,» she adds.

Tools and pattern of designs were not

away from the ongoing development
and the movement of fashion, but has
also been promoted with other modern
tools, to take a privileged place in
modern beauty salons. some of the girls
who carry this profession state, talking
about the tools used, that they used to
use thorns taken from the acacia plant
to draw pigments on the body in thin
lines, and that the used material was
made from the «gall oak» and «Sikka»
trees. Nevertheless, the evolution that
hs led to move body art profession from
homes to modern hairdressing shops,
it also replaced local Khathab with
imported materials (mostly from India),
and replaced the plant thorn with small
paintbrush and metal needle.

Body art drawing also extended to more
parts of woman body, just as the tools
have changed, to go beyond the hand,
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Body Art

The Most Exciting Chapter 1n the
Festivals of Yemeni Women & Girls

However, talking about this art in
Yemen has a special distinctive flavor
and uniqueness, it is like sinking in the
art world that is full of beauty, warmth
and excitement... lasted for centuries and
is still one of the oldest arts of beauty
throughout history, and a popular art
that has its own fans and admirers, and
most importantly, an important element
of excitement to the visible parts of the
woman body.

This art is distinguished due to its
antiquity,being one of the mostimportant
legacies of the ancient traditions in
Yemen, and the early emergence of its use

he art of body art, whether using pigment or

Henna, is one of the most important rituals and

demonstration of rejoicing events and occasions

for women, not just in Yemen, but also in many

societies and civilizations, especially the ancient
Arab and Islamic ones, in which such art was associated closely
with rejoicing social events, holidays and special events.

in different ways throughout the history
of Yemen, as shown in temples and in
wall drawings and inscriptions scattered
in historical palaces and ancient castles.
Many of the discovered archaeological
evidences show that «Henna» cultivation
and use was found by Yemenis in ancient
times along with pigment “Khathab»
(black color powder). Both were used by
Yemenis in woman cosmetic and body
art and coloring, and even in medicine.
However, it will remain entirely new by
all means; it could even be competitor to
many of the products in trendy shops of
adornment and cosmetics, as long as the

mouthpiece of the Yemeni women says:
«All of this, for your eyes».

Discovered archaeological findings in
Yemen, multitude discoveries proclaimed,
in most cases include tools specially used
cosmetic and body art profession, such as
pottery, copper, metal and bronze vessels,
which proves that ancient use of Henna
and Khathab by Yemenis in processes for
decorating hands, nails and hair. Elderly
people are still using Henna for coloring
their beards and mustaches, and in
several parts of Yemen, men also decorate
their hands and feet using Khathab until
today.
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By Nabil Hassan al-Faqih
Minister of Tourism,
Chairman of the Board of
Directors
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Until  recently, festival tourism
remained like other kinds of modern
tourism anonymous and away from
interest, though its characteristics and
heritage, civilizational, cultural, sport,
entertainment and economic elements
make it one of the most important kinds
of tourism at regional level if it is just
well utilized to serve comprehensive
tourist development.

The talk about this kind of tourism
started in the last few years at national
level through advertising the launch of a
number of tourist festivals in a number
of Yemeni governorates. However, some
festivals announced were then short-
lived while others were swinging and
appeared as a voice phenomenon not
serving tourism and being used by some
for bidding or reminding us they were
still there.

Today the festival tourism has not only
become a new approach to promote and
market the Yemeni tourist product in all
areas, but also forms part of a new and
serious governmental direction to revive
the festival tourism and benefit from
Yemen’s civilizational, cultural and rich
heritage in developing and investing
the Arab tourist movement into Yemen,
particularly from the Arabian Gulf States.

NN

In 2009, Saudi Arabia came first in terms
of visitors who arrived in Yemen by 70
per cent.

Following up the interest the tourist
festivals have started to receive in Yemen
and positive results they have started
to produce towards achieving more of
wanted goals, a wise monitor of the
Yemeni tourist landscape can transpires
the position this kind and other kinds of
tourism as well as the entire tourist sector
have held in the country. Their position
was within the priority ladder of the
government and the leadership led by
President Ali Abdullah Saleh who gives
more attention to the tourist sector.

Here comes the Sana’a Summer Tourism
Festival in its fifth season for 2010, as if
it has grown up and started to take more
than one dimension and one meaning
and as being one of the most important
tourist movements Yemen has recently
witnessed.

The festival has gained more interest
ever.

Throughout a whole month, the
festival is full of specific activities with
the participation of local, Arab and
international bands targeting all social
strata and turning into an occasion not
only for entertainment but also providing
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the opportunity of exercising hobbies
and discovering the new in the field of
knowledge and creativity.

It also represented an open invitation
for all those who love and adore Yemen
from the Arabian Gulf to benefit from
its unique and various tourist products,
especially within the family tourist
product offering alluring activities and
shows that make the Yemeni market the
most economical and the most suitable
atregional level.

The Sana’a Summer Tourism Festival
was deemed the light for a series of
Yemeni tourist festivals that has been and
will be organized at governorate level in
Hadramout, Aden and Ibb including Al-
Baldah Tourist Festival in Mukalla city,
Aden Shopping Festival and Ibb Tourist
Festival.

According to the interested people,
the festival has started to take an Arab
and regional and maybe international
dimension regarding the level of its
programs and activities which were
prepared very early by the Ministry
of Tourism and the Yemen Tourism
Promotion Board to employ the aspects of
the Yemeni history, culture and beautiful
nature.

I think the tourist festivals could achieve

more goals that we aspire to meet topped
by activating the pan- Arab tourism
through attracting more Arab visitors
particularly from the Arabian Gulf and
Arabian Peninsula to Yemen besides
foreign visitors as well as motivating
the Yemeni expatriates to visit their
homeland during summer vacation.

I believe they could also display the
national tourism pillars through spotting
light on and drawing attention to them
and their rich history.

Moreover, they could meet through
their specific programs the desire of
most of their visitors with tens of
various activities that included singing,
entertainment, sports, heritage, cultural
and intellectual activities.

Holding these festivals with the aim
to attract Arab visitors and Yemeni
expatriates; entertaining the families;
promote the Yemeni tourist product;
display the distinguished picture of
Yemen and its beauty and nature and
introduce them to the local, regional and
international tourist markets; and revive
all elements of the Yemeni cultural
heritage such as customs and the folklore
does not make the interest in developing
this kind of tourism an urgent necessity
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but an imperative necessity that can
contribute to serving and achieving
more goals and aspirations at the tourist
sector as well as activating handicrafts,
industries and jewelry that are common
in Yemen.

The development of the festival tourism
can also help raise awareness about the
importance of tourism among the public
and the importance of protecting the
sustainability of natural resources and
cultural heritage, reinforce the tourist
culture which in turn can contribute to
inculcating the culture of the young to
work at the tourist sector and establish
an effective partnership with the private
sector to improve the tourist services and
activities.

In addition to reviving the tourist sector
and its incomes to boost the national
economy and increasing the rate of hotel
employment in non-tourist seasons, the
development of the festival tourism can
also contribute to attracting more local
and foreign investments.

Moreover, it can encourage the family
tourism at the local market through
offering a number of shows, discounts
drawings and awards as well as
contributing to benefiting from the
suitable products at the local markets.
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