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BAZARA TRAVEL & TOURISM
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Sheraton Sana’a Hotel...

... introduces Club Floors with added features
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in the Red Sea. There are also the
remnants of war and commercial
ships that sank during different
times of the modern era.

This type of adventure tourism
requires strict compliance with
the standards of sustainable use
of natural resources and marine
environments.

But that does not preclude its
invigoration, especially since most
divers have the expertise and ex-
perience to deal with such sensi-
tive environments.

But sea adventures are not con-
fined to the depths, and can be as
exciting on the surface with great
cruises using traditional dhows
and surfing along the shores of the
Red Sea and the Arabian Sea.

Some of these cruises start off
in Dubai and move alongside the
coast of the Sultanate of Oman
using the old and famous frank-
incense route to reach, two weeks
later, the coast of Yemen on the
Arabian Sea.

Another thrilling activity using
the sea is wave surfing. The north
northern coast of the island of So-
cotra for example offers during
the summer the setting that best
suits this form of adventure tour-
ism sports. Next to Socotra and
Kamran islands, scuba diving is a
wonderful opportunity to admire
rare coral reefs and attract hingh
number of enthusiasts.

Camping in the deep
desert

For those keen on adventure tour-
ism, but not tempted by heights
or depths, the desert offers the
thrills they can confidently seek
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in Yemen. The desert is so
amazing and its adventures
so exciting that no-one re-
mains impassive or moved by
its splendor.

The Empty Quarter and the
governorates of Hadramawt,
Shabwah, Marib and Al Jawf
are well equipped to host some
of the most fantastic adven-
tures.

Desert tourism is a wonderful
combination of fun and adven-
tures both in the discovery of sen-
sations and thrills and the encoun-
ter with nature and its majestic
beauty. It is also an opportunity
to appreciate vastly different cul-
tures and to have great insights
into how desert nomads lived.

Safari trips attract thousands
of tourists and have now become
an integral part of packages and
programs offered by tourism and
travel agencies.

The trips gain in intensity and
significance after the tourists
have the chance to experience the
generosity and hospitality of the
nomads and to respond to the folk-
loric performances and the serv-
ices given by the desert people for
the comfort of their guests.

There is not the slightest doubt
that the smell from the barbecue
mixed with the smell of the tra-
ditional coffee, an inherent part
of the hospitality offered by the
dwellers of the desert to tourists,
will always be recalled with great
fondness as an unforgettable trip
into the desert.
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High mountains,

Promising start for Adventure
tourism in Yemen

deep seas and vast deserts offer

Adventure tourism in Yemen is fast
. turning into one of the most impor-
tant non-traditional tourism patterns
increasingly attracting tourists from

_# across the world.

Mohammed Al Siaghi
(Deputy Editor in Chief)

This type of tourism offers a vari-
ety of highly-entertaining adven-
tures that include grueling treks
to mountaintop villages, diving to
observe deep-sea coral reefs, surf-
ing, parasailing and living in an
open air traditional setting with
modest facilities.

An environment suitable
for adventure tourism
Yemen possesses the adequate
settings for all these kinds of ad-
venture tourism, and fortunately,
those in charge of tourism in the
country have realized the full
potential of making the outside
world aware of Yemen>s great pos-
sibilities and exotic geography.

Yemen was the focus of atten-
tion at the Hong Kong Travel
Expo which recognized its merits
by presenting it the award for the
most promising adventure tourism
destination. The international me-
dia hailed the honor.

Scores of European and West-
ern thrill-seekers steadily come to
Yemen, in search of new secrets,
deep suspense and fond memories
in a country that has a lot to offer.

Yemen>s natural and geographi-
cal diversity offers the kind of set-
ting sought by thrill-seekers and
adventurous tourists. The high
mountains, the endless deserts,
the wonderful islands, the rich ar-
chipelagoes, the impressive gulfs,
the deep seas and the wider exten-
sions to the Indian Ocean offer im-
mense possibilities.

Rising towards the sky

Mountaineering in Yemen is one
of the most exciting activities and
an increasing number of tourists
are attracted by the possibilities.
It now holds an important position
within the tourism sector and is
being marketed through tourism
and travel agencies. Hiking and

trekking are offered mainly in the
western part of Yemen.

Climbing Prophet Shuaib Moun-
tain, at 3766 meters above sea lev-
el, is certainly one of the most ex-
citing and memorable adventures.
The mountain, located about 20
kilometers outside Sana’a the cap-
ital is a must for thrill-seekers.

The mountain edge of the old
fortress city of Al Mahweet, 150
kilometers west of Sana’a, makes
visitors feel like eagles above the
low clouds that hug it most of the
year.

Throughout the Mahweet and
Hoja governorates, the Huraz
mountains in the Sana>a gover-
norate, the adjacent Hima moun-
tains and the high lands in the
western part of Yemen, there is a
superb interlacing between high
mountains and agricultural ter-
races that grow the internation-
ally renowned Yemeni coffee and
other products. Other remarkable
features include caves, springs,
waterfalls and various minerals.

Adventure tourism is in its in-
fancy in Yemen, but it is already

attracting steadily high numbers
of tourists, adventure and sport
climbing enthusiasts from Europe
and elsewhere. It can be safely
said that adventure tourism is as-
serting itself as one of the most im-
portant tourism sectors in Yemen.
Initiatives from European clubs
interested in adventure tourism,
and new inclinations by a number
of Arab and international invest-
ment companies to set up tour-
ism projects will help foster the
growth of this type of tourism and
revitalize all related programs.

soaring high in the sky
Yemen>s high mountains not only
provide opportunities for climb-
ing, but also offer unique parasail-
ing possibilities.

This sport has emerged in the
last ten years as a promising ad-
venture for hundreds of experi-
enced fans and professionals. Its
success heralds great growth and
wider local and international in-
terest.

On specific annual occasions,
such as the Sanaa summer tourism
festival, dozens of Yemeni, French
and German pilots and paratroop-
ers and pilots display their impres-
sive parasailing skills and engage
in mass demonstrations of skills
and aptitude off the high moun-
tains.

A Yemeni parasailing club is
expected to be announced soon
and will be the first in the Arabian
Peninsula. The initiative is being
undertaken by Yemeni and French
parasailors.

Pristine waters

Another exciting type of adventure
tourism is diving in the deep sea
and observing the unique forms of
marine environments with their
beautiful coral reefs, especially
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The fabled city of Shibam in Had-
hramawt Valley in September won
outstanding global recognition when
the Aga Khan Foundation (AKF)’s
honored its architectural character-
istics.

It was a new honor bestowed on the
historic city selected as one of the
top nine laureates in a competition
that included 343 projects world-
wide. The World Heritage List has
already singled out the 16th-century
city of Shibam as one of the oldest
and best examples of urban planning
based on the principle of vertical
construction.

Both international distinctions rein-
force the widespread belief that this
city of mud and straw skyscrapers
deserved its nickname of the Man-
hattan of the Desert.

All those who visit this city are
stunned by its high buildings, the
world>s first mud and straw sky-
scrapers, and have the unique sensa-
tion of going back in time to an era
of genuine simplicity and enchant-
ing beauty.

Throughout its rich history, Shibam
has had at least ten different names.
It was called among other names the
Yellow City, the City of Skyscrap-
ers, the Giraffe, the Manhattan of the
East, the Mother of High Castles,
the High and the City of Clouds. All
nicknames denote genuine fondness
and profound admiration for its su-
perb beauty and amazing weather.

Some people say that the city was
named «Shibam» after Shibam bin
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Hadhramawt Bin Saba Al Asfar. But
others contend that the name was
coined by inhabitants of Shibwa
who founded the city and initially
called it Shibat, but gradually turned
into Shibam. The city and the Had-
hramawt Valley reached the zenith
of their fame during the Saba civi-
lization.

The city witnessed several devastat-
ing events, but regained its power
and stature during the Kingdom of
Saba and Hadhramawt between 300
and 320 AD.

Astonishing architecture

The architecture in Shibam is truly
amazing and has impressive aesthet-
ic features. The walls of the ground
floor are usually two to three meters
thick, but this thickness gradually
decreases as the construction moves
upwards.

The city was built on high grounds
in the valley in the 7th century AH
and was surrounded by a fortified
wall. Its buildings did not then rise
higher than two or three storeys.

In the second decade of the 19th
century AH, the inhabitants wanted
to build a city on a limited area and
thought that the most practical so-
Iution was to add storeys. The city
soon featured around 500 houses
that rose up to 30 meters.

Construction usually begins with the
preparation of the ground. A special
form of mud brought from areas of
torrential rains is mixed with wheat
and corn straws. The product is put

into moulds that are usually 40-50
centimeters long and 20-30 centim-
eters wide.

The mixture is dried in the sun and
then used to build upon the stone
foundations. The first floor is used
to store fruit and dates, while the
second floor is usually reserved for
sheep and the third floor for men.
Women sit in the fourth floor where
they have their kitchen and the mud
oven. The fifth floor is the living
quarters of the whole family and the
sixth is for the newly weds.

Most of the houses are almost in-
tertwined, interconnected through a
passage, known as Al Meslaf, that
links floors with the correspond-
ing floors in the adjacent houses. A
person can move across ten houses
without setting foot outside.

The white paint at the top of the
houses impressively flanking one
another gives them a uniquely splen-
did look.

Construction relies heavily on a skil-
ful mixture of clay, straw and palm
trunks. But the inhabitants prefer to
use buckthorn wood often regarded
as termite-resistant, for the main
door and for their windows. It is also
used as mounts for the ceilings. In-
side the rooms, the people make spe-
cial openings above the windows to
use for ventilation and sunrays.

Shibam as an integrated city is a dis-
tinguished landmark where history
permeates archaeology and conveys

strong emotions. One of its most
striking features is the fortified wall
surrounding from all directions. It is
built in the old style, with a single
gate that used to be closed at night.
The houses are the first skyscrapers
in the world, built with raw mud, and
are between six and 16 storeys high,
with each floor measuring between
four and six meters. Doors feature
carvings and ornaments and win-
dows are made of local wood (from
buckthorn trees) and are latticed with
elaborately carved wooden screens.
The houses are built to last, and with
periodic maintenance, they can sur-
vive up to 500 years.

Its most prominent landmark is the
Great Mosque (Mosque Haroon
Rashid), which was built in 166 AH.
The Khoga Mosque, once a centre
for the Abadhis (a Kharijite group),
is also one of the best known land-
marks.

There is also the Northern Palace
built in 617 AH, and served as the
seat of power for several rulers.
Ibn Mahdi used it for his rule in the
same year and in 618 AH, dug a
trench around it and up to the Khoja
Mosque. In 836 Ah, Ali bin Omar Al
Kuwhairi drilled a well beside it.
Even though three storeys were re-
moved from the palace, it remains
an interesting site that testifies to the
rich history of the city.

The UNESCO has listed Shibam
on the World Heritage List to help
preserve it for fear of destruction,
particularly in light of the savage on-
slaught of the concrete jungles that
have changed the landscape and fea-
tures of many cities in Yemen.
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The fabled city of Shibam in Hadhramawt Valley in September won

outstanding global recognition when the Aga Khan Foundation (AKF)’s
By / Mohamed Shabeeta

honored its architectural characteristics.

Shibam

Mud and straw skyscrapers

challenge modernity
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