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Abstract

The present study addresses a number of models selected from the
experiences undertaken in developed countries, such as USA, Germany,
Sweden, ltaly, Finland, and Canada. The major trends that can be extrapolated
from western experiences are: firstly, the great importance increasingly
assigned to the field of education in general, and early childhood in particular,
for both are viewed as a major investment for the future. Secondly, the
tendency in the above western countries, to build municipal capacities and
potential and shift more and more responsibilities to municipalities on the
ground of their close contact and acquaintance with the needs and requests of
city dwellers. Thirdly, municipal duties are modeled on the particular social
pattern in question in the above named western countries. Some of them
underline cross-cultural interaction amongst different cultural and ethnic groups,
others underline the issue of welfare services, while others consider the
services to be offered to childhood as a matter of family rights, since the birth of
the child, and as a municipal duty. Fourthly, the partnership involving
municipalities, civil society and the educational sector has produced positive
models and creative experiences that have not only led to the rise of living
standards but have also contributed to the attraction of tourists and the
development of the tourism industry, as in Italy, for instance. Fifthly, the



prerequisites of positive municipal work are that studies are seriously
undertaken, information published, the role of civil society stressed.

This study goes on to underline the interest of benefiting from foreign
experiences, providing welfare services to childhood and providing protection to
early childhood. It suggests that municipal work in Arab countries can provide
the counterpart of family duties, whereby the needs and advantages of women
and children and, thereby, society is taken into account within the framework of
modern and effective conceptions. Children are not to be left to the care of
families that are not conscious of the importance of up-bringing and education,
or who may lack the required means to provide the right care in the up-bringing
of their children.

The study proposes that municipalities expand the network centers of child
welfare, the organization of activities and centers - such as, libraries, play
grounds, technological centers, areas for the interaction of families (for
example, open space in villages). It also encourages municipalities to organize
events that can consolidate people’s sense of belonging to their social and
cultural environments. It underlines the importance of consolidating the
municipal link with city dwellers, on the grounds that such a relationship is, in
fact, based upon the idea of neighborhood and contiguity, and indirectly affects
analogous relationships, - notably, family relations, neighborhood relations, and
human relations in general.
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Figure 1. Early childhood education and the Finnish service and support system
for families with children
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